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Medieval Institute Publications publishes a series of edited collections, Studies 
in Medieval and Early Modern Culture, and a sister monograph series, Research 
in Medieval and Early Modern Culture. The series were originally inspired by 
themes drawn from the annual International Congress on Medieval Studies at 
Kalamazoo. From 2016 the series explicitly opened to publications that wholly 
or partially focus on the early modern world. 
This volume contributes to the study of early English poetics. In these essays, 
several related approaches and fields of study radiate outward from poet-
ics, including stylistics, literary history, word studies, gender studies, metrics, 
and textual criticism. By combining and redirecting these traditional scholarly 
methods, as well as exploring newer ones such as object-oriented ontology 
and sound studies, these essays demonstrate how poetry responds to its 
intellectual, literary, and material contexts.
The contributors propose to connect the small (syllables, words, and phrases) 
to the large (histories, emotions, faiths, secrets). In doing so, they attempt to 
work magic on the texts they consider: turning an ordinary word into some-
thing strange and new, or demonstrating texture, difference, and horizontality 
where previous eyes had perceived only smoothness, sameness, and vertical-
ity.
Irina Dumitrescu is Professor of English Medieval Studies at the Rheinische 
Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn.
Eric Weiskott is Associate Professor of English at Boston College.
Cover image: Plated disc brooch. Item 1879,0524.34. 
Photo © The Trustees of the British Museum.
T
he Shapes of Early English Poetry 
       




The Shapes of Early English Poetry
Style, Form, History
Edited by 
Irina Dumitrescu and Eric Weiskott
